
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H3455April 16, 1996
to Alma Brown, Ron’s children, and all of the
family and friends of this extraordinary man.
His presence will be sadly missed by the en-
tire Nation.

Mr. GEPHARDT. Mr. Speaker, in the few
days since Ron Brown’s death, it has already
become a cliche to speak of his brilliant politi-
cal career—of his pioneering role as party
leader, and his efforts to almost single-
handedly redefine the Commerce Department
and its influence on the American economy.
For those of us who considered Ron a friend,
it is reassuring to know that the country re-
members him as fondly we do. But when there
are so many tangible achievements to cele-
brate in a man’s life, it becomes harder to rec-
ognize what is less tangible, but perhaps more
important.

To me, there is a reason that Ron Brown
broke down so many barriers in so many as-
pects of his life, and shattered so many pre-
conceptions about politics, race, and Ameri-
ca’s place in the world. For all his practical
and political talents, Ron Brown was an ideal-
ist, pure and simple. His goals for himself, his
party, and his country were always based on
what should be, and not on what others
thought could be. That is a rare quality in a
politician, and a rare quality in a human being.
But it is why people loved and respected Ron
Brown, and were so often willing to abandon
their own goals and egos to work with him for
that higher purpose.

I first began to work closely with Ron when
he became chairman of the Democratic Na-
tional Committee in 1989, around the same
time that I became House majority leader. It
may be hard to remember just how bad pros-
pects seemed for the Democratic Party at that
point, and how few people believed that our
party could ever again capture the hearts and
minds of the American people. Ron Brown
was not only an unfailing optimist—often the
only voice of optimism at those early meetings
and strategy sessions—but a man who be-
lieved so strongly in the bedrock principles of
the Democratic Party, he refused to accept
any reason why America would not rally
around Democratic ideals and candidates.

There is no question in my mind that Ron
Brown was the driving force behind Demo-
cratic victories in both the 1990 midterm elec-
tions and the 1992 Presidential election—and
that he worked and sweated for those victories
not out of some desire for narrow political
gain, but because of his unshakable faith in
the Democratic Party as the party of progress
for average, working Americans. He never for-
got where he had come from, and who he
wanted to help.

Much has been said in recent days about
Ron Brown’s ability to heal divisions, to rec-
oncile warring factions, to focus on what unit-
ed people as Democrats, or business leaders,
or Americans. He truly believed that you could
always accomplish more by working to-
gether—by bringing others along with you.
That may be why he established a unique
precedent in working so closely with congres-
sional leaders as party chairman. He really did
bring the Democratic Party together—some-
times almost one person at a time. To see the
depth of his empathy and understanding—to
see how far he would go to understand diver-
gent people and opinions, and then to find the
common ground between them—was to see
the very essence of leadership.

As Commerce Secretary, Ron Brown dra-
matically expanded his mandate, reinvigorat-

ing the Foreign Commercial Service, and be-
coming a booster of U.S. exports on a scale
that had never before been seen. He poured
his energy and passion into his work at Com-
merce, much the way he had done so at the
DNC. I admired the aggressive manner in
which he led that department, even in the face
of partisan political pressures to play a lower
profile.

Our country could use another Ron Brown.
For he pushed boundaries and broke down
barriers almost instinctively, intuitively, as if he
simply refused to acknowledge they were
there in the first place. Perhaps, in that sense,
we can find some shred of meaning in Ron’s
terrible death—because no risks and no
naysayers could ever have kept him from ex-
ploring new terrain, reaching for new chal-
lenges, and trying to redefine the world in
which we live. That he managed to do all
those things in so few years is a powerful leg-
acy indeed.

Mr. REGULA. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
join members of the President’s Export Coun-
cil today in paying tribute to Secretary Ron
Brown. Ron Brown was a personable individ-
ual and a master of the art of politics. He
served his country and his party with distinc-
tion. I worked with the Secretary during his
tenure as Secretary of Commerce and was al-
ways impressed with his dedication to eco-
nomic growth and jobs. We shared the goal of
promoting U.S. exports, as Ohio has become
a leader in the export of goods to other coun-
tries. The objective of his final mission was
again to facilitate the movement of U.S. goods
into overseas markets, thereby working to
keep good jobs here in the U.S. I extend my
sympathies to Secretary Brown’s family and
friends.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
both sadness and mourning to extend the con-
dolences of myself and my family to Mrs.
Alma Brown, their two children Michael and
Tracey, and to the entire Brown family. Your
husband, father, and mentor was indeed a
unique man who graced the institutions which
he diligently served.

He was a man committed to the service of
his country and to the fulfillment of a promise
he had made to himself and the community
that surrounded him in his youth. It was a
promise that compelled him to demonstrate
time and time again that America’s diversity
was a strength and not a weakness. It was a
promise that elevated him from his beginnings
in Harlem to the position of Secretary of Com-
merce where he served with distinction and ul-
timately died in that service. And above all, it
was a promise that drove Secretary Brown to
tirelessly break down the barriers that divided
people.

Ron Brown was a lawyer and skillful nego-
tiator who became the first African-American
chairman of the Democratic National Commit-
tee. Secretary Brown strongly believed in the
promise of America and aggressively ad-
vanced policies and programs to accelerate
the Nation’s economic growth. He also be-
came the first African-American to hold the of-
fice of U.S. Secretary of Commerce, and
through his outstanding inspiration, vision and
force of will, left an indelible stamp upon the
Department of Commerce.

His list of achievements reads longer than
the endless accolades that have adorned his
passage from this world into the next.

Secretary Brown worked endlessly to cham-
pion the role of civilian technology and techno-

logical innovation as the means to ensure
American job creation, economic prosperity,
and a higher standard of living. Under his ten-
ure, he worked to establish a nationwide net-
work to help small businesses. He led trade
development missions to five continents, tout-
ing the competitiveness of U.S. goods and
services. Under his leadership, U.S. exports
reached a record high.

Ron Brown worked vigorously to remove
outdated government-imposed obstacles that
hindered U.S. exports, and he strongly be-
lieved in the competitiveness of American
business. His dream was to make America
stronger, and he remained steadfast to this
commitment. Under Secretary Brown, United
States exports to Japan increased by one-
third. He advocated for $80 billion in projects
and supported hundreds of thousands of U.S.
jobs. His vision and leadership included his
understanding of the vital link between our
economy and the integrity of our environment.
He furthermore understood the critical impor-
tance of protecting intellectual property world-
wide, and to this purpose he negotiated with
countries around the world.

There was a purpose to Secretary Brown’s
commitment that found fruition in his constant
struggle to transcend all barriers. It is indeed
befitting that this dedication will serve as his
legacy; a befitting legacy that will outlive the
demise of its creator. His passing will not de-
tract from the quality of his achievement, but
will rather inspire us all to achieve more from
ourselves.

His premature departure not only leaves a
void, it also leaves a tradition that has taught
America how to face and overcome adversity.
His passing compels all of us to take note of
his outstanding determination and pay re-
spects to his commendable achievements. On
this day, I ask my colleagues to join me in re-
membering a man who served his country
faithfully in both life and in death.
f

TRIBUTE TO SECRETARY OF
COMMERCE RON BROWN

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
WHITE). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentleman from North Caro-
lina [Mr. WATT] is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. WATT of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I yield to the gentlewoman
from Texas [Ms. JACKSON-LEE].

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, there is much that many of us
can say about our good friend and pub-
lic servant for this Nation, Secretary
Ron Brown. I simply want to say to
Alma, Michael, and Tracy and the fam-
ily, we loved and respected him; but to
America, he was a leader beyond lead-
ers. He realized that American business
meant American jobs.

As a member of the Committee on
Science, I saw his dynamic leadership
in support of advanced technology, rec-
ognizing that was the future of Amer-
ica. So it is my commitment to his
family and to his legacy that I will
continue to work toward creating jobs,
and I leave this tribute to Secretary
Ron Brown:

Isn’t it strange that kings and queens and
clowns that caper in sawdust rings and com-
mon people like you and me are builders for
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eternity? For unto each of us is given a bag
of rules and a shapeless mass and each must
give or life is flown as a stumbling block or
stepping stone.

It is my belief and the belief of the
American people that Ron Brown was a
stepping stone for America, American
business, American jobs. Long live the
legacy of the honorable Secretary of
Commerce, Ron Brown.

Mr. Speaker, I consider it a great privilege
and honor to participate in this special order in
tribute to Ronald H. Brown, former U.S. Sec-
retary of Commerce. He had an outstanding
career as a lawyer, National Urban League
executive, Democratic Party chairman, Cabi-
net Secretary and close Presidential adviser. I
am proud that the city of Houston paid tribute
to Secretary Brown and the others that per-
ished on April 3, on Friday, April 12, 1996, at
Antioch M.B. Church.

Ron Brown used his many talents to create
a better quality of life for all Americans. This
special order’s focus on his impact on the ex-
pansion of American-owned companies into
foreign markets is very appropriate. During his
tenure at the Commerce Department, he rede-
fined the Department’s mission to provide eco-
nomic opportunity for every American. More-
over, he believed that peace and prosperity
could be strengthened and promoted through
international trade.

Over the past 3 years, he helped develop a
national export strategy to assist American
companies in increasing their exports to for-
eign nations. Since 1993, American-owned
companies entered into commercial deals with
foreign businesses in the amount of $80 bil-
lion.

Most of this expansion was as a result of
his tireless efforts in leading numerous trade
missions around the world. He supported the
creation of strong ties with new markets in Af-
rica. Asia, Latin America and Eastern Europe.
Brown also helped to streamline regulations
that unnecessarily hindered the exports of our
goods and products.

Brown served on President Clinton’s Na-
tional Economic Council and the Council on
Sustainable Development. He was also a
member of the council on Foreign Relations.
He chaired the Trade Promotion Coordinating
Committee, which was comprised of 19 Gov-
ernment agencies, to strengthen the American
economy through trade.

Ron Brown was a man of great vision and
understood the importance of technology in
our growth and development. He was a strong
supporter of the Commerce Department’s ad-
vanced technology program, which helped cre-
ate thousands of businesses that will lead us
into the 21st century.

All of us in public service owe a great debt
to Ron Brown. He inspired us to always re-
main optimistic, to be committed to achieving
our objectives and work to ensure that no
American is left behind. This is his great leg-
acy. Let us renew our commitment to public
service.

Mr. WATT of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I yield to the gentlewoman
from Florida, Mrs. CARRIE MEEK.

Mrs. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman for yielding to
me.

Mr. Speaker, it is very difficult for
me to discuss my feelings, my personal
feelings, about Ron Brown. I have

known Ron Brown since he was a very
young man. I have seen him come up
through the ranks. He did it the hard
way. He worked for it.

I appreciate the kind of commenda-
tion that we are giving Ron Brown
today. I want to send my condolences
to the family, especially to my baby,
Michael, his son, and to say to Alma
and to her daughter, Tracy, that God
will go with them, as we all know, and
that Ron will always be remembered,
and that we will keep his legacy going.
He will not be a forgotten man. I also
want to say to Mrs. Meissner, who lost
her husband, to send my condolences to
her.

People were magnetized by Ron
Brown. He lived in such a way that
people would gravitate towards him be-
cause they knew he was good. I will
tell you one thing, Mr. Speaker, every
youngster in this country who is from
a poor or disadvantaged community, or
even more, all over this country and all
over this world, not due to ethnicity,
race, or creed, will pattern themselves
after Ron Brown, because they see an
opportunity in him, in what he did, to
make the American dream work. That
is going to be his legacy.

He walked through the streets of Lib-
erty City with me, a very poor commu-
nity, and he reached out to every one
of them, yet he got to be a counselor to
the President of the United States. He
sat on the Cabinet.

When I think of Ron, I think of a
poem which we call, and I am going to
paraphrase it, The Builder:

There was an old man at evening tide who
was building a bridge on the countryside. A
young man came to him and said, ‘‘Old man,
why do you try to build this bridge? When
the tide comes in you will be long gone. You
won’t be here.’’ And the old man lifted his
head and said, ‘‘Young man, let me tell you
something. The reason I build this bridge at
evening tide is there will be a young man
such as you who will come after me. Young
man, I build this bridge for thee.’’

That is why Ron did what he did, to
build bridges for all of us. I thank the
gentleman for sharing his time with
me.

Mr. WATT of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the gentlewoman for
sharing in this special order tribute to
Ron Brown. Mr. Speaker, I want to
spend a minute or two in this final part
of the 5-minute period just saying a
couple of things, more from the heart.

First, Mr. Speaker, I want to express
my condolences to Alma Brown and to
the entire Brown family, and to the
families of those others who perished
so tragically in this crash. This was a
devastating loss for our country and
for me personally.

Second, I cannot help but recall the
very last time that I saw Ron Brown,
which was in the hall in the Rayburn
Building. I had been involved in a hear-
ing and was rushing in one direction.
Ron had been called before a commit-
tee of the House to testify at another
hearing. He was coming out of that and
was rushing off to another place.

Despite the fact that both of us were
in a hurry and headed in different di-

rections, the characteristic that al-
ways came through from Ron Brown
surfaced. That was the ability, for
whatever small period of time he had,
to look at you in the eye and make you
feel that you were the most important
person in life at that moment. We
spent a few moments together, and
that came through to me. That is the
memory that I will always have of Ron
Brown.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to express my
condolences to Alma and the rest of the
Brown family and to the families of those who
perished tragically in the plane crash in Cro-
atia.

The outpouring of support that we have
seen since Ron’s passing is a testament to
the life he led and the impact that he had on
people. Since his passing there have been
two things that have been said about Ron
most frequently. They are that Ron Brown had
a lot of friends and that he had a tremendous
amount of political acumen. I knew both of
those things were true.

Almost 2 weeks after Secretary Brown’s
passing I think it is necessary for us to con-
tinue to honor his life and celebrate his legacy.
Ron Brown taught us about the importance of
providing jobs for our citizens through eco-
nomic expansion and ensuring equality of op-
portunity so that all could share in the fruits of
economic expansion.

EXPANDING ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY

Ron Brown knew that the success of the
American economy in the 21st century would
depend upon expanding economic opportunity
for all of our people. In a time where the gap
between the rich and the poor is ever-widen-
ing, we must see to it that our economy cre-
ates jobs which provide living wages. We must
also see to it that the good which flows from
economic prosperity is shared among all of
our people.

EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY

Ron Brown knew that our schools and our
workplaces should be a reflection of America
and should ensure equality of opportunity. He
saw to it that his Commerce Department re-
flected the racial, ethnic and gender dif-
ferences of the taxpayers on whose behalf his
Department worked. Ron worked to provide
opportunities for others who might not have
been given the chance. Ron Brown knew that
there were many more Ron Browns with intel-
ligence, ambition and the will to succeed. Ron
Brown gave them an opportunity to shine.
They were African-American, white, Latino,
Asian-American, they were among those who
accompanied him on the mission to Bosnia.
We must continue to work to see to it that
America fulfills this promise of equality which
Ron Brown exemplified.

As we honor our late Secretary of Com-
merce we must not forget these things which
his life has taught us so well and we must
work to continue his legacy.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman
from Ohio for providing this oppor-
tunity to do this special order before
his special order comes forward.
f

TAXES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Ohio [Mr. CHABOT] is rec-
ognized for 60 minutes.
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